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Editorial ' 
"'lith almost monotonous regularity, communiques report the 

deaths of terrorist recruits who are intercepted by Rhodesian Security 
Forces while being conducted out of the country by their terrorist 
press-gangs. 

While it may be accepted that some of these terrorist recruits 
are fired with the belief that they are embarking upon a venture 
which will put the world to ri~ht, it is quite obvious that they have 
become the unwitting lackeys of the communist masters who control 
the terrorists. They .are, however, blinded from this fact by the 
promise of personal gain and higher education; something which their 
mentors can neither guarantee nor provide. 

The claim th.at the terrorists are espousing the cause of the African 
is patently false because the product of their machinations is the 
shocking waste of these young men. Further, and again indicative 
that the terrorists and their communist masters have not the 
slightest interest in the welfare of the African tribesman, is the fact 
that the deaths of these young men hit at the very basis of African 
society; the family. This of course should come as no great surprise 
because the extended family with its links of kinship and loyalty 
would be at odds with a totalitarian state. 

That communism is set on destroying the traditional structure of 
the African, for its own ends, is further evident in the recent 
abductions of school children. Here again the terrorists seek the 
destruction of the traditional structure of society by excluding the 
rights and responsibilities of parents towards their-clllldren. 

Contrary to the self-deluding attitude adopted by Western leaders, 
the children themselves are fully aware of terrorist intentions and 
want no truck with them. This is the evidence presented to the 
psychological operations teams operating in rural Matabeleland. 
As a result of the activities of these teams the school children have 
become aware of the role of the Security Forces, and regard them as 
their friends - which indeed they are. . 

While it may be early days for these meetings between the 
children and the Security Forces, the respect and understanding 
which flow from such contact provide a further base for the defeat 
of communist-terrorist objectives in both rural and urban Rhodesia. 
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, HOOTERVIlLE 
'HERALD 

EXPANSION A1' THE SCHOOL 
It has been a year of change at 'Hooters' . 

In turn the school MS been surrounded (by a 
security fence); ill uminated (by f1OO<llights on 
the rugby fields and tennis courts ); packed (by 
more students than it was ever thought· possible) ; 
walled (seemingly e!\dless miles of walls have 
meandered through the School's grounds); and 
cu1tivated (garden> have sprung up overnight) . 

The pace of expansion and development has 
been incredible and there are few .vindows in 
the School that can boast an unaltered view 
from tha t of this time last year. 'Little Boxes' 
could well become the theme tune of, Hooters'. 
They are going up everywhere. During the 
past four months alone, nineteen new buildings 
have been ,erected. The security fence which 
arrived with the new Commandant only len 
months ago and which was erected leaving plenty 
of, space for expansion is already proving to be 
'too tight a boundary. 

To matdl the rite of building expansion 
co~es have just been getting bigger and bigger. 
This years R eguJar Cadet Course t'25(20)') is 
double the size of its predeces90rs and Intake 156 
arrived over sixty strong. By this time Intake 
157 arrives in mid -February, 'Hooter>' will have 
a resident popu1ation large enough to compete 
with the nearby City. 

COURSES 
Cadet Wing are busy with the new regular 

Cadet course and courses 26(155), 26( 156) A, 
B, and C, 26(157) A and B, making a total of 
140 cadets under training. 

T actical Wing has ju>t finished running a 
Senior NCOs Tac course and has the AS POe 
and the Chmpany Commanders course on the 
go at the mdment . 

R egimental Wing have recently completed an 
AS M ortar course, a platoon weapons course and 
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a drill and -weapcllls course. They are busy 
at the moment with a TF Mortar course and 
a TF training course. . 

}'iajor P . Daines bas joined us again for a 
short stay while he runs the second training 
officers course. These cou:r.;es are proving to 
be very valuable and enjoyable and the School 
is again reverberating with some 'Of · MaTor 
Daines' choicest phrases 1 

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 
To help counteract the recent invasion of 

students at the School we are pleased to welcome 
the following reinf01;cement>: Capt Donald, Capt 
Wake, Capt Warton (R1II0 ) , C sgt Hosking, 
Ssgt Flanagan, Sgt White, Sgt Larrett, and the 
new R\VS: Mr>. Koster, Miss Erasmus, Mrs. 
Nesbit, Mrs. Tredoux and ?\'1is§ Oatley. We 
wish you all a happy stay at the School. 

We bid . farewell to the following: Maj R 
Griffiths and Sgt McKie, botb 00 posting to 
new units. C sgt Robertson, Sgt Hill and 
R WS Mrs. Grie"1! have left us for civvie Street. 
T o you all we say thank' you fur your hard 
work at the School and the best of luck for the 
future. J 

'Congratulations to C sgt and Mrs. TI:J.ack
wray on the birth of their >an {another instructo r 
for R egimental Wing!) and S sgt and M rs. 
Pattinson 'ln the birth of their daughter 

PASSING O UT PARADE AND BALL 

Undoubtedly the highlight of the year is 
the PasslDg O ut Parade and Commissioning 
Ball for the regular cadets. Details of the 
parade have already been covered in la>t month's 
Assegai. In accordance with the Commandant's 
instruc~on the rain held off until the parade 
was finished and then came down in tluckets as 
the t roop5 marched 'lff. 

The Commissioning Ball was a great success. 

l' age Fi,IJC 



T oUlism assumes an ever increasing importance 
'in the economy of Rhodesia. U.T .C. with irs 
launches and safar. coaches .and cars. plays a 
big part. 

He:rtz. lent more cars than anyone In the 
oWolfd. The-jr experience in the cal hire 
business is second to none. 

Swift Transpo rt Se rvices (Privat·e) 
Limited provides sctteduled freight services 
,throughout Rhodesia al'ld to and from 
Rhodesia, Soutll Afric., MalawI. 
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UNITED 
TRANSPORT 
serving 
Rhodesia 

O·. dt(, 
Expr·BSS M otorways provides a luxury 
coach service between Sal isbury and 
JohannesbuJg (in coniunclion with SoUlh 
African Railways) and provides charter 
vehicles for sports and social clubs both 
lNithin a.nd outside Rhode:sia~ 

Thorntons"~#the name thOat carries \Veightt~ 

speclaUses in .he conveyance of abnormal 
indivisible (oads and provides rigging facilities 
for heavy and light industry. 

Bulwark wnn liS "transport bV contlact'· 
serves the petroleum indUstry, the beer and 
soft drinks industry. industrial chemicals 
and many others. conveying rjquids~ solids 
and gasses under long term contract, 

The group provide passenger services 
throughout the country. The companies 
invol .... ed are Ahode si, Omnibu s Comp.llny 
LImited~ UJban services in Bulawayo, 
Umtali and Gwelo. Rhodesia Touring 
Com pa ny Limited .. long Distance Services 
originating in the same towns.. Salisbury 
United Omnibus Company Limitedt 

Urban services in Sa1isbury and Unhed Bu. 
Services Umited .. long distance bus s:erv'JC8 
originating from Salisbury and 
Qu~ Que urban service. 

Air safaris. too are becoming IncreasingLv 
popul~r. R.U.A..C., Rhodesia United Ai ... 
Can-iers an associate company. supplies 
these and other air charter services. 

S kyline Taxis, in Bulawavo~ offer a safe. 
speedy taxi service round the city and 
suburbs. 
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This year the theme was 'Around the World 
in Eighty Days' and the mess was suitably 
decorated with each room depicting a different 
country. 

The sixty four diehards who stayed until 
daybreak all took paTt in the traditional march 
with the RAR band. Much to the amazement 
or early morning risers the ragged column of 
revellers made their wa>, in to town to the 

Midlands Hotel where they received a friendly 
wave from the Presidential window and an 
inspection from the Anny Commander woo 
was suitably attired in early morning mufti. 
During tlbe march two red jacketed officers 
were seen pushing each other dO\~ Main Street 
in a yellow dustbin and an 'investiga:ting police 
car was promptly sent on its way by one of 
the lady marchers w!,:to happened to the a WPOL 

SCHOOL OF INFANTRY SERVICE SHOOT 

Trophies for the School of Infantry Service Shool. ( Courtesy: ArJlight Studio) 

Once again, preparations are under way 
for the annual Service Shoot. This shoot, 
hosted by the School of Infantry Rifle Club, is 
open to shottists from clubs throughout the 
country and is rapidly gaining prestige as one 
of ~he premier shoots on the anndal shooting 
calendar. Last year, despite ltie decline in 
competitive shooting due to operational COID

minnents, the shoot was a Gold Cross event 
(minimum of one hundred shottists ) thereby 
emphasising its popularity. 

Last years' competition saw the inauguration 
of the Irene Cumming Cup, awarded to the best 
individual sholtists. This cup was presented 
personally by J\llrs. Irene Cumming (95), widow 
of R. G. Cumming, who one the cup outright 
in I~HO! -

Last yE';U's winner, Mr. John van den Bergh, 
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can justifiably be proud of being the first person 
in 66 years to compete for and win this magni-
6cent trophy. In addition, John was awarded 
the Gold Cross and the substantial winners prize 
money. The team Grand Aggregate was won 
by Brady Barracks who- narrowly beat the 
Salisbury Air Force team. 

Since th.e last competition, the response 
towards presentation of tropbies by various 
businesses and military organisations has been 
most rewarding and we have now achieved our 
aim of having a trophy {or each event, individual 
and team. Our sincere thanks are extended 
to those who donated these trophies. We have 
also designed and had manufactured a unique 
'miniature' to accompany the trophies and to 
present to individuals for certain events. 

TIlls year's competition will be held in 
Gw"lo on Sunday 24th. April, and is expected 
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to atlract a large entry. 1\'0 efforts are being 
spared to ensure that the shoot is even better' 
than last year and a Gt>ld Cross event again 
seems probable (particularly as the prize money 
has been increased - last year $250 was paid 
10 individual and team winners l ) 
. Th.e photograph shows the floating trophies 
and miniature shields which will be presented 
at the April shoot. They are: 
Irene Cununing Cup 

- Best individual (cenlre of picture) 
G. P. Engela Cup 

- Individual Deliberate Events (presented by 
his widow, Mrs. Anna Engela). 

S Inf E / WOs' and Sgts' Mess Cup 
- Individual Rapid Events 

S InI Officers' Mess Cup 
- Individual Snap Events 

Churchill Shellhole (Gatooma) Cup 
- Team Grand Aggregate 

Beverley Building Society Cup 
- Team Application Events 

Thornhill Cup 
- Team Rapid Events 

Central African Building Society Cup 
- Team Snap Events 

Commandanfs Cup 
- Best Class II Shottists 

When 
You Think 

Of Them, Think· Of. .. 

The SUPER-MASTER 
BaHery 

with the one-year un.conditional 
GUARANTEE 

AUTO-ELECTRICAL 

SIMMS 
Diesel Spares and Service 

SALISBURY 
46 Salisbur y St. 
P.O. Box 2957 

Tel. 23619 
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BULAWAYO 
121 FIfe St. 

P.O. Box 1924 
Tel: 66680 

UMTALI 
4 "BO> A VUlue 
P.O.Boz 519 

Tel. SiZ3 

When you're in the bush you 
make yourown track. 
Ours is ready made. Ride on it 
in comfort. 
Travel by 

4211!i 
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Regimental 

Nicknames: 

"THE BUFFS" 
(ROYAL EAST KENT 

REGIMENT) 

It is possibly a little known fact that the 3m 
R egiment of Foot - The Buffs (Royal East 
Kent :Jtegiment) - was originally a Dutch 
regiment, having been raised by London Guilds 
.in 1572. By this reckoning they are second 
only to the Honourable Artillery Company in 
antiquity, but the 'Holland Regiment' did not 
enter the British Army until 1665. In this year 
Britain was at war with the Dutch and they 
tried to make the Regiment swear an oath of 
allegiance to themselveS against England. But 
the 'Holland Regimenf were having none of 
this and in 1665 became the Third Regiment 
of Foot. They have been known as The Buffs 
for so long that people ~ometimes forge t that 
~bey are the Royal East Kent R egiment. 

I t became known as 'The Buff Howards' and 
also 'Howard's Old Buffs' from the colour of its 
facings and Colonel Howard who commanded 
it from 1737 to 1749. Later they became the 
'Old Buffs' to distinguish them from the 31st 
Foot (East Surrey Regiment) , who were known 
as 'The Young Buffs'. 

_ Due to their prowess at cracking the head 
of their enemies they became known as 'The 
Nutcrackers' and the speed with which they 
refonned after being routed at A1buera earned 
them the nickname 'The R esurrectionists'. 

'Last night among his fellow roughs 
He jested, quaff'd and S\yore: 
A drunken private of the Buffs 
Who never looked before. 
Today beneath the fmYJDan's frown, 
He stands in Elgin's place, 
Ambassador from Britain's ,crown, 
And type of all <her race.' .. .. .. 
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'Vain mightiest fleets of iron framed: 
Vain: those all-shattering guns; 
Uoless proud England keep, untamed, 
The strong heart of oer sons! 
So, let his name through Europe ring - _ 
A man of mean estate 
, .,'ho died, as fino as Sparta's King, 
Because his soul was great.' 

A drunken private of the Buffs . . . there 
is no :record of the Buffs being any more intemp
erate than any oth.er regiment - drunkenness in 
the British Army was so widespread that it is 
impossible to single out ~ny regimen.t for special 
mention - but the conduct of this partIcular 
'drunken private of the Buffs' ~ recorded with 
pride in the annals of the Regunent. 

The drunken private in question "vas Private 
Moyse, • and by undisclosed meth~s he had 
attached himself to a column of oat"re 'bearers 
wh~ were carrying the rum supply of the Buffs 
d uring the advance on the Chinese Taku Forts 
in the 1860 campaign. Marvelling at his good. 
fortune Priva te Moyse refreshed himself liberally 
a t every halt_ This was not Moyse's first fall 
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(rom grace: he had previous.1y been a member 
of the sergeants' mess. 

1isfortune befell this party and the 'rum 
tram' and Private Moyse fell into the hands or 
the Tartars, but not before 110yse had made 
further substantial inroads on the rum supply. 
The captives were brought before a mandarin, 
who ordered them to kow tow. Moyse was 
having none of this - such was the potency 
of that particular brand of rum - and persisted 
in his refusal, declaring that he would rather 
die than bring disgrace upon his Regiment and 
his country. He was t.hre.atened with behead
in~ i£ he persisted in his defiance, and replied 
WIth the 19th century equivalent of 'get stuffed.' 
It is doubtful if the mandarin understood this 
bizarre instruction, but it was taken as a refusal 
to kow tow, and Private Moyse, flllilhed with 
rum, regimental eo"»rit de corp:> and patriotism, 
was beheaded with a liingle swipe of a Tartar's 
sword: 

'And this, with eyes that would not shrink 
. ~ ' Vith knee to man unbent ' 

Unfaltering on its dreadful brink 
To rus red grave he went . . ' . _ . ' 
In 1961 they merged with the Queen' Own 

Royal West' Kent Regiment to form The Queen's 
Own Buffs, Royal K ent Regiment and this, in 
196~, became part of the new, large Queen's 
Regunent. 

H'AGGIE RAN'D 
(RHOD.) LTD .. 
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The decision to utiliSe the manpower of 
Rhodesia to the fuI] has meant that persons who 
would in more peaceful times have been excused 
on medical grounds have now to serve their 
stint in the forces. 

This decision brought into em'tence that 
character Iawwn as 'S-Cat', a title which has 
recently been replaced by Category C or 'C-Cat'. 
Indeed the 's-Cae. regards that title as an ~ 
lade and the majority carry out their duties, and 
more besides, as fuI] member.; of the Army. They 
are es. ... ntial cogs in the Army machine, but like 
all soldiers they have the ability to see the fmmy 
side of their service - 'Hiss' in his article 'Lizard 
Lines" has taken suCh a view o£ his military 
sojourn and has plans to write further tongue
in-clieek contributions. 

Lizards, you see them everywhere. Not the 
darting tongue variety s taring idiotically down 
the silent barrel of a motionless F. . waiting in 
ambush. But they . o( the £\appy shorts and 
knocked, white knees. 

KNOW TIfY ENEMY 
They are easily spotted tip-toeing along the 

coridors of power in army"issue brothel-creepers, 
sidlling close to the walls, their instincts of preser" 
vation unerringly forewarning them when to 
duck into the nearest open door at the first 
sickening thud of a mirror- polished parade boot. 
Their badge of membership, .aside from their 
unique sarto.rial display, consists o( a much
folded piece o( biscuit-coloured newsprint, carried 
diligently from room to room and handed down 
to successive replacements. Walk around Army 
HQ any day and you yourself will be able to 
witness this pageant. Really, you wonder where 
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LLIZARD 

LLINES 

by 
"HISS" 

they are all c.oming from and where they are 
going to. There is a strong suspicion, 'widely 
beld by 2nd Lieutenants upwards, that they 
themselves don't know. Even the C.S.M. daren't 
ask for fear o( getting an answer that would 
leave Con(ucius confused. 

HOW THEY INFILTRATE 
Membersrup of this elite fifth column is not 

easy to come' by. The whole ghastly process 
usually begins on D ay 1 of initial training. 
Nobody likes Day 1, I.east of all that hardy band 
of training officers and N.C.O.'s who wonder 
"·Wby, wiry, <why - me?" it's a stomach-turning 
roundabout they seem unable to step off. 

O n this day, th.e li2ards' constant source o( 
succour in times of danger, tIie doctor, pro
nounces them S category, the nigh"on ITrever.;ible 
first step (no more than eighteen inches and 
don't stamp your foot or you'll put your knee 
out again!) -

As they saunter off to kit-up (well, it couldn't 
really be called marching could it? ) the christen
ing begins to the accompaniment of sibilant-like 
noises emanating £rom (ellow,,;;;take members 
ch.osen Ior A and B Coys. Li2ards are instantly 
separated - not even allowed to mingle with 
fonner civilian friends - the first stage of the 
hardening "up process. 

What unfolds next is posSJbly the most 
frightening aspect an experienced soldier has to 
face. They actually show the lizards haw to 
read maps and fire rifles - but, of course, you 
know' abOut that already don't you. It's - hark 
- is that the sound oJ a boot - lest my cover 
be blown that's all I can say. Next time 'How 
they are trained' fonowed by 'Counter Measures'. 
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Th~ Brigade of Gurkhas 
by 

CAPTAIN MANN 
Rhodesian Anny 

Gurkhas on a cantilLcled I·our 0/ the Tower of London. The Yeoman Warder is 
not particularly tall and this indicates the generaU" short stature 0/ the Gurkhas. 

The origins of the British Brigade of Gurkhas 
go back to the epal War of 1814-16. Blame 
for this war can be evenly divided bel:\veen the 
two sides. The British inade the mistake of 
underestimating . their enemy, thinking that the 
Gurkhas were merely an under-equipped, undis. 
ciplined collection of hillmen. They were there
fore considerably shaken when a force of 4- 000 
men with 20 guns fa:iled to take a hill fort 
garrisoned by 600 Gurkhas. 

Serving in this action was a young officer, 
Lieutenant Frederick Young, who subsequently 
raised an irregular force of doubtful military 
quality. J..'ieeting a force of about 200 Gurkhas, 
they all ran away, leaving Young and his officers 
to faee the enemy alone. Th'ey were captured 
and Young was asked 'Why did you not run 
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away too?' He replied, 'I have not come so far 
in order to run away, 1 came to stop.' The 
Gurkhas' commander said thoughtfully, 'We 
could serve under men like you.' During his 
imprisonment, Young learnt the language of his 
captors, Gurkhali, and after superior numbe~ 
and artillery had proved too much [or Gurkha 
bravery, and the war was over, was put in charge 
of Gurka prisoners. His opinion was sought as to 
what should be do~e with them and he sa:id 
'Let me release them and tell them they are free 
men and then I will ask them to volunteer in 
the Company's service'. As he 'sa:id later 'I went 
in there one person and came out 3 000'. 

This was the beginning of the Gurk.ha, 
Brigade. Some o[ these men formed the Sirinoor 
Battalion of which Young, later to retire as a 
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general, was the first commandant. This battalion 
is now the 2nd King Edward VII's Own Gurkha 
Rifles (The Sirinoor Riflles), the senior regiment 
in the British Brigade of Gurkhas. 

Nepal itself is about 500 miles from West to 
East about 150 miles wide, situated on the 
frontiers of India and Tibet. There is a stretch 
of low-lying, very malarious jungle, known as the 
Terai along the Indian border, hut th.e rest of 
tihe~untry is nlOutainous, rising to the 20000 
to 2.9000 peaks of the Himalaya. The Gurkhas 
therefore are hillmen, in the main peasant 
farmers, growing rice and other corps on ~~ir 
terraced hillsides. They are of Mongol ongm, 

units remained loyal. The Sirinoor Battalion after 
a long forced march linked up with the British 
60th Rifles on the Ridge at Delhi, driving the 
mutineers back to the city walls. The British 
commanders, not unnaturally suspicious of ' 
'native' troops at that time, looked on their 
arrival with some doubt, but after sixteen days of 
continuous fighting and charge afte'r charge, the 
prayer of the hour was 'God send us more 
Gurkhas'. They need not have worried. Two 
battal.ions of the Nepalese Anny were on the 
way, closel.y followed by .lang Bahadur '''!th 
10000 men and General Dhir Sbamsher With 
:fOOO. 

The massed pipe band of the Brigade 0/ Gurkhas. 

I",,;th the Mongol fold over the eyelids, brown 
complexion, short (.5' 4" to 5' 6" ), extremely 
tough, with a good, if crude, sense of humour, 
and born soldiers. 

In order to keep this article within reasonable 
length, the author proposes to a,·oid subsequent 
history, except where it is important .in order to 
explain such an apparent anacbrontsm as the 
present Brigade, or of general interest. 

A very strong man indeed; Jang Bahadur 
Rana, emerged as prim~ minister at the age of 
29, in 1846, having murdered an uncle or two 
who <were in !>he way, and had admittedly tried 
to murder him. He visited England as the guest 
of Queen Victoria in 1850, and returned home 
convinced that friendship with England was vital 
to Nepal's future, and that he would offer as 
many of his 'Gurkhas as the Queen wish.ed for 
her service. 

During the Indian Mutiny of 1857 all Gurkha 
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Back at Delhi, the Sirinoor Battalion had 
thrown back 26 attacks, losing eight out of nine 
officers and 327 out of 490 men, killed or 
wounded. They were delighted to learn t!hat the 
King of Delhi had offered a reward of 10 rupees 
for every Gurkha head, which put them level 
with the British. 

After the Mutiny was over, Jang Bahadur . 
was awarded a knighthood the return of a strip 
of the Terai ceded after the Nepal War, and 
his Army returned to Nepal with as much loot 
as they could fmd bullock carts to carry. The 
Sirinoor Battalion asked permission to wear the 
same uniform as the 60th, and to this day wear 
the red piping of that regiment on their coll'tl'S. 

The history of tbe Brigade for the rest of lhe 
century was of continuous fighting - on the 
North West Frontier, in the Afghan Wars and 
in Burma and Tibet. 

When the First World War broke out Jang 
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Ba:badill"s- son, Sir Charles Shamser, was prime 
minister (then an hereditary post ) and plru;ed 
the whole military sources of Nepal at the King 
~peror's disposal; seven weeks aftenvards the 
first Gur1ma battalions were on their "'~y to 
France. 
. They fought in France, Gallipoli and 

Palestine. At Gallipoli a young subaltern was so 
inspired by the bearing of the Gurkhas, particu
larly of the 1/ 6th, ilia t he decided to join them. 
That subaltern was subsequently General Sir 
William Slim. commander of the Fourteenth 
Army in BUJlIIIa, and later Field Marshal Lo:rl 
Slim Chief of the Imperial General Staff,. and m 
the ;uthor's humble but convinced opinion the 
besq~eiJeral of World War Two. 

After the outhreak of the I.ast war, in 1940, 
the Briti9h resident minister at Katmandu 
formally requested Sir Judha Shamsher, brother 
of Sir Cbandra, for permission for Gurkhas to 
~eIVe overseas. He replied briefly 'Of course' -
briefly, because he bad offered his country's ser
vices in 1938, and he was somewhat annoyed. 
There were now ten regiments of two battaions 
each in the Gurloha Brigade. Pennission was 
requested for the raising of a tbird and foUrth 
battalion for each regiment and a parachute bat
talion - 'Of course!' Fighting in the Desert, 
Italy, Syria., Malaya and Burma they won more 
V.C.'s than any other regiment in the British 
or Indian Annies. 0 Gurkha, forced to sur
render at Singapore, joined !>he Japanese 'Indian 
National Army> whether persuaded by p.ropa
ganda, staIVatWn or torture. They went under
ground into the jungle or n:main~ prisone;s. 
One naik (corporal ) left behmd WIth malana, 
near Ipoh, was ordered by his Subedar lajar to 
stay where he was until th.e war ended. He did 
so, until he was discovere,d by a patrol of l / lOth 
Gurkhas in October, 1949, not baving realised 
!>hat the war had been over four years previously. 

By th.e end of the war ten regiments of the 
Brigade bad lost 10 000 dead, 15 000 wounded or 
prisoner, out of 100 000 who had come out of 
the bills to .fight with their British comrades -
a 25 per cent casualty rate. 

In 194-7, when India and Pakistan became 
independent, it was decided that six regiments 
should go to India and four to Britain. The four 
ow in the British Brigade are mainly in the 

Gurkha Field Force in Hong Kong and the ew 
Territories, with normally a battalion in the 
Strategic Reserve in the U.K. They are: 

2nd King Edward VII's Own Goorka Rifles 
(The Sirinooe Rifles ); 

6th Queen Elizabeth's Own Gurkha Rifles; 
7th Duke of Edinburgh's Own Gurkha Rifles; 
10th Princess Mary's Own Gurkha Rifles. 
The Indian Gurkhas (or Gorkhas as they now 

call them) also retain their old numbers, 
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'although not their previous Royal titles. They 
have distinguished themselves olf the Tibet 
border against the Chinese and aho in the war 
with Pakistan. 

The British Biigade was the backbone of th-e 
eleven years war against the communists in 
Malaya and in the 'Confrontation' with . the 
Indonesians in Borneo. Its Strategic Reserve 
battalion was flown to Cyprus to protect' the 
Bri tisb base, when the Turks ·invaded in. 1974. 
The last V.C. to be won in the Briti~h A.Fmy was 
by Lance COrporal Rambahadur Lunbu of the 
10th, in Borneo in November, 1965. 

The author had the privilege of serving a 
three-year tour with the 2/ 6th. In June, 1962, 
being -a- member of the Officers' Association, he 
was invited to witness Her Majesty' s presenta
tion of pipe banners to the Pipe Ma jo['S of both 
battalions in the garden of Buckingham Palace. 
The 1st Battalion was then on the Strategic 
Reserve and paraded with their Pipes and 
Drums, and Military Band, and the 6th had just 
become "Queen Elizabeth's Own". 

After the ceremony was over, the Battalion 
marched past, a few feet in front of the 'Old and 
Bold'. The dri ll, although on grass, and the 
turnout were of ·course impec.cable. 

When the parade was over, a senior officer 
standing on his right said to him, "Which bat
talion were }tou?" "2nd,. Sir." cc"'here ,vere 
.you?U "Only in Malaya, sir." "I was 2nd too-
Gallipoli and Salonika. You know those boys 
are so like their fathers I could have put names 
to them. Come to think of it, it must be their 
grandfathers 1" 

This sums up one of the qualities of the 
Brigade - fathers, often of senior rank, have 
sons serving as cifIlemen in the same battalion. 
There is a continuity of a family tradition of 
regimental service, which gives a man pride in 
bis regiment.. 

To SlUIl up, the woros of Professor R. L. 
Turner sometime captain in 3rd Queen Alex
andra's' Own, in his preface to his "Dictionary 
of the Nepali Language" best desoribe the 
Gurkha soldier:-

"As I write these last words my thoughts tum 
to you <who were my comrades, the stul:iborn 
and indomitable peasants of Nepal. Once more 
I hear the laughter with which you greeted every 
hardship. Once more I ~ you in your bivouac 
or about your fires, on forced march or in the 
trenches, now shivering with wet or cold, now 
scorched by a pitiless and burning sun. Uncom
plaining you endure hunger and thirst and 
wounds and at last your unwavering lines dis. 

, d hEb- I" appear into the smoke an weat 0 at! e . 
"Bravest of the brave, most generous o.f the 

generous, never had country more fruthful 
friends than you." 
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IUiTIREMENT: 

WARRAl"IT OFFICER CLASS I 
WILLIAM ARMSTRONG 

Alter a military career spanning some forty 
years Mr. Armstrong, who since September 1975 
has been the Senior Warrant Officer (Administra
tion) at Army Headquarters, is to retire on 
13 August 1977. 
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Born at Dublin on 13 August 1922 he was 
never far remov~ from the military -iruiuence as 
his father was a regular soldier serving 'with the 
Royal Scots. At the age of fifteen (and one 
mqnth) h-eenlisted mlp the Seaforth Highlanders 
as a 'boy soldier' -and served with the Regiment 
from 1937 10 1961. During his British Anny 
service he was stationed in China prior to the 
outbreak of the Second \'\'orld War and this was 
followed by war service m Malaya and Burma. 
Mr. Armstrong , was among the troops who 
assisted in extricating the Bunna Army in the 
face of the Japanese advance in 1942. 

Mr. Armstrong represented the Seaforths at 
bockey and tennis. Being a Scot he is naturally 
addi£ted to the game of golf but prefers to 
remain somewhat reticent concerning his prowess 
at the sport. 

In ovember 1965 Mr . . Armstrong joined the 
Rhodesian Army with the rank of colour sergeant 
and was posted to Depot The Rhodesia R egi
ment. In September · 1968 he was promoted 
Warrant Officer Class Two and on his posting 
to Army Headquarters in 1975 was promoted 
Warrant Officer Class O ne. 

In the course of his service Mr. Armstrong 
was awarded the Rhodesian General Service 
Medal the Exemplary Sernce Medal, th.e 1939-
1945 Star, the Burma Star, th.e Defence Medal 
and the War Medal. 

(Below) : 
Miss R enee uan Heerden, Mrs. Shirley Ledeboer, 
WOf ilrmstrong, Mrs. Julie Roome and Miss 

'Starn' Paulou. 
(Courtesy: Army Photographer) 
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" Right, Sir, make me an offer!" Norman Wisdom talks with the 
Army Commander. (Courtesy: Army Photographer) 

The pre-lunch scene (Left to Right): 
Maj Jon S tokes, Kenny Cantor, Maj Chris Archer, Maj Henton Jaaback, NO'rman. 
Wisdom, LJ Genl Peter Walls, Vicomte Jacques d'Orthez, and Maj Genl Jolm 

Hickman. (Courtesy: Army Photographer) 

Wisdom with 

at the 
Army 

Commander's 
Luncheon 

O n Monday 7 March the Army Commander 
held a small luncheon party in th.e Officers Mess 
KG VI Barracks. 

The Guests were Vicornte Jacques d'Orthez, 
busband of Miss Moira Lis ter, who is currently 
appearing in ~lisbury, Norman "Wisdom who is 
also appearing in Salisbury, Kenny Cantor who 
bas recently come back to Rhodesia from Down 
Under, and our own funny man, Eric Edwoods. 

From all accoUDt~ the luncheon was a great 
~uccess, with the guess keeping their hosts in 
stitches, U laughter ~ supposed to be an aid to 

digestion, then this w one of the best digested 
lunches eaten in Salish ' for a long time. 

"Just wail until my domestic Sea Gull hears this one!" Brigadier Derry 
MacIntyre shares a joke with K enny Canlor. 

( Courtesy: Army Photographer) 

Eric Edwoods, Kenny Cantor and Lt General Peter Walls skaye a joke before 
lunch in the Mess. 

(Courtesy: Rhodesia Herald ) 

Page Eighteen ASSEGAI-MARCH, 1977 ASSEGAI - MARCH, 1977 Page Ninetun 



Army Golf 
By Capt R. Jones, Rhodesian Army 

A few years ago the Anny used to play an 
annual competition at orton Golf Club. In 
those days, players ,.,ere allowed to. tee up on 
some of the fairways and preferred lies were the 
rule on th.e remainder. With the passage of 
time the course ,has gradually improved, until 
today aU the course is well grassed, the greens 
are in good condition and pegs are no longer 
necessary. 

Capt Doug Nonnan recently suggested that 
the Army take a team out to try its luck again. 
A game was duly arranged for 20th February, 
1977. Players were invited to take their wives/ 
girlfriends to make a day of it. A Lions Fete, 
scheduled for the same day, assUIed everyone 
of plenty of entertainment. 

The game was played in tbe morning in 
fine sunny weath.er. Maj Frank Hayes _vas heard 
to complain, tbat having taken weeks to develop 
his 'web feet, he was now having trouble 
balancing on dry ground. The Army unfort
unately lost the game by 5 points. Overall 
scores were: Army - 217 points, Norton - 222. 
Maj Lin Combrink won a very nice copper wall 
plaque for being closest to the pin on the sbort 
9th par 3 and S sgt Dusty Evans swept the 
board by taking a prize in a side contest for 
chipping and also walked away with a bottle 
of champers for winning a shooting competition 
(air rifles). Some locals were heard to mutter 
remarks about professionals taking over! 

The players order of play and scores were: 

W02 Dippenaar } 33 points 
S sgt Evans 

Maj Lambert } 42 points 
. Maj Combrink 

Maj Hayes } 37 points 
W02 \'iilson 

Maj Clarke } 30 points 
Capt Jones 

W02 Hope } 30 points 
WOl Armstrong 

Maj Burford } 24 points 
MajCopeland 

W02 Howden t Capt 
21 points 

onnan 
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Th.e Army winning pair managed and ably 
led by Maj Doug Lambert, dressed in the latest 
golf/soccer fashion (designer unknown) - lost 
by 1 point to the winners to take runners up 
prize. Maj Doug swears that they were 
foiled by lack of local knowledge. This is 
doubtful, as Maj Ross Clarke, having been 
dutifully informed by the opposition of the 
layout and whereabouts of the Out-of Bounds 
areas, promptly and with monotonous regularity, 
put his ball into these areas. An enraged Kiwi 
on the course is a sigbt to be . .remembered. 

otwithstanding the result, it ,vas a very 
enjoyable day which it is hoped ,,,-ill be repeated 
in the not too distant future. Anyone. who so 
desires may visit the GJub and will be made 
most welcome by the Captain, and have the 
pleasure of playing on an interesting and testing 
course. 

RETIREMENT: 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL JOHN DAVIDSON, 
MB, ChB 

Lieutenant Colonel John Davidson, more 
generally known as 'Jock' Davidson, retires from 
the Army 'On 27 April 1977. On 21 February a 
farewell party was held at the Medical D irec
torate before Lieutenant Colonel Davidson com
menced leave pending his retirement. 

Lieutenant Colonel Davidson was born at 
Kimberley and tralned for a medical career at 
the University of the Witwatersrand where he 
obtained the degree of MB ChB. . 

Joining the Federal Army in 1956 it was 
natural that the combination of his medical 
qualifications and three years' service with the 
South African Air Force sbould lead to postings 
to the Air Force Sta'tions of New Sarum and 
Thornhill . From mid-1959 Lt Col Davidson 
returned to the Army serving at Depot, The 
Rhodesia Regiment, and from 1968 in the Salis
bury area. In June 1968 he was promoted 
Lieutenant Colonel and in December 1975 be 
was appointed Assistant Director of Medical 
Services. . 

In the course of his service Lieutenant 
Colonel Davidson was awarded the Rhodesian 
General Service Medal, the Africa Service Medal 
and the War Medal 1939-1945. 

RLI GET-TOGETHER 
As a result of the enonnous success of the 

get-together of serving and ex-members of the 
RLI on I February 1977 it is intended to make 
this a regular event. I serving ERE and ex
members wbo wish to meet old friends and talk 
about old times are asked to meet a t the Round 
Bar in Le Ceq D'Or on the last Friday in each 
month from 1700 bours onwards. 
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D IARY 

THE THANKSGIVING OF THE PROFESSIONAL 

"I have never ceased to give thanks that life, whatever else it might have in 
store for me, has brought me not as a mere traveller but as a soI.dier into 
this world. Wherever we go we often encounter hostility, The 'eyes that meet 

ours are often sullen with a consciousncss of grievance and hurt.. Even the 
salesman, the porters and the others who cheat us and harry us, resent us. 
But .DOne of it bothelS us.. It is not we, but they who are the newcomers, the 
in.terlopers, the 1:ramients. We know it and they know it, 'We belong to that 
which is older than any nation. We are the 9reeks the · Romans the Moguls, 
the Tartans, the Argans and the Dravidians. We go back to the beginning 
of history_ We are the soldiery". 

A COY (THE WORKERS) 
Intak.e 154 are now just another past chapter 

in the annals of A Company's history and when 
last heard of were bappil}' hunting "gbandangas" 
somewhere in the O perational area. There is 
no doubt in OUI minds that soon ears ,viU be 
buzzing to the sound of I54's Tango Alpha Echo 
(Terr annihilation exercise). Cheerio and Good 
Luck guys - it was good to have you heu:! 

Hot on their heels followed Intake 157 who 
already are showing some semblance of what 
promises to be another good bunch of soldiers. 
However there is stiU a long haul ahead guys, 
so 'stiff upper lip and tally-bo chaps!' 

O n Friday 4 February there was panic 
stations as a contingent of 'blues' from Air Force 
Intake 94 arrived at DRR and rumour was rife 
that they bad come to take over. . Hopes of 
DRR being re-located in the Republic of Enkel
doom, however, were short lived as it was 
established that they just couldn't take the pace 
at New Sarurn any longer and had opted 
for a 'skaive' at DRR. I am happy to report 
that they are all now lustily sin"aing '_._ .. _ but 
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Charlton Ogburn. 

I'D be a brown job until I die, got four months 
to go at old DRR!' 

In duction day always bas its lighter moments 
and one very confused newcomer raised a giggle 
wben asked to give reasons why he wished to 
be considered fOT the 'Intelligence Corps'. re
torted, "Well I've always been very interested in 
catering". So at last the well-kept secret is out! 

Welcome to Sg;t Rodriques, Cpls Maddison, 
Dickson, L Cpls Hootan, McClelland and Petrie, 
Afonseca and farewell to Sgt Ian Rose who 
leaves the Regular Army, Opls Hall and Anders 
of Intake 146 wbo are being stood down (at 
last! ). Thank you one and all for your loyalty 
and hard work. 

And last but not least to W02 Stan Hornby, 
our erstwhile CSM, who has been the A/ RSM 
at Depot for some time, and who leaves for 
B.amba Zonki ,,,bere he takes lIP the position 
of WOI at IRR on 18 April 1977. Congratu
lations Stan and best wishes for the future. 

And fina!]y. to W02 John de la Rue and 
Sgt Dick Delany, wno leave to attend a Potential 
Officers Course at Gwelo - best of luck and 
keep the banners flying! 
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WITH THE 'nEW, 
RHODOX BRdal. 
This gas-fued braa' features: 
* Plougb-sh~ cooking: area [0 

amlaill food's naruraf juices. 
: , • 4'.screw-in legs for easy 

5t;orage and: ~bly. • 
*:, ,Chromed surround-ring to 
. " hoJd meat and keep it hot. . 

,. • 4 brnru forks supported by 
". books.oo the sUrlound- ring. 
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SPOT 
ON! 

A new campaign is being waged in the tribal 
trust' lands in Matabeleland to win the hearts 
and minds of thousands of African school
children. 

It is hoped that this e:'(ercise will cut down 
the number of abductions in ,an area where more 
than 1000 school children have been taken 
by terrorists since August, and that this campaign 
will also strengtben the understanding between 
the secun ty forces and the children. 

Small specialised teams headed by men train
ed in ]lS),chological action have begun. the task 
of visiting hundreds of schools t:h.fP,ughout the 
Tribal Trustlands. 

A member of one team said: "We can' t 
expect to achieve miracles. There are man,y 
problems, some of which ''''e are unlikely to ' 
overcome, but something must be done 10 
curtail the abduction rate. Even if we achieve 
some small success the exercise will have been 
worthwhile". 

His leam is responsible for more than 80 
schools and the exercise is expected to take 
a minimum of 15 weeks. It is aimed at school
children up to Grade Se"'en, but special emphasis 
is placed on older children who are more ' 
likely candidates for abduction, 

While it is too early to gauge the success 
of the operation it is felt thaI it is vitally 
important to show that the teams are genuine 
in trying to make friends and prevent the 
children being abducted. 

Schoolteachers have been receptive 10 the 
campaign and one headmaster of a school with 
220 pupils said: "We certainly ,welcome these 
visits, I think il is _good that these teams 
should try and help our children overcome what 
is a natural fear of a man with a gun, On many 
occasions children have been frightened to come 
to school because of security force presence in 
the area". 

Asked bow he thought his children would 
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react to an abduction attempt after an earlier 
visit by the anny team, he said. "We will only 
know when it bappens. But it doesn't do any 
harm for the children to have the other side 
of the picture when the terrorists come with 
their !i.es of better education". 

The team bas devised a new greeting for " 
use be~ween the security forces and the local 
population., It is a thwnbs-up sign with the 
accompanying cry 'spot on.' Already it is 
proving popular,. ,particularly among the young. 

The team follows an identical routine at 
each of the schools. The school is 'cleared' 
by armed escorts who then mount guard on ,the 
perimeter fences as the team moves in. 

Children in Grades Five, Six and Seven write 
essays on subjects such as abductions, terrorism 
and the security forces. Prizes are awarded 
to each grade winner. 

One child wfote: ''When a terrorist tries f4:l 
take me I can hide tmder my desk. Wben he 
says I will kill you, I can go ,vith bim because 
I do not' want to die. But when I reach the 
forest, I can hide myself in the grass". 

A trained medic admihisters to the needs 
of both teachers and children. 

The 'Jesson' ends with the school being ad· 
dressed by an African sergean), He briefs the 
children on tbe functions 01 the Army and 
what assistance it can provide to the local popul
ation, terrorism and the fate of those wbo 
become terrorists. 

The majority of teachers in the schools 
viSIted felt that it was time . that the children 
were made aware of the actions of the terrorists. ' 

The present 'hearts and minds' work in ruraJ 
Matabeleland follows dosely upon the opening 
of a similar operation in Bulawayo. In both 
the rural and urban operations Bulawayo firms 
have provided prizes in the fonn of cash and 
gifts for essay competitions organised by the 
teams 
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, and collect for return 
trip 
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Health 
Laboratory 

The niversity of Rhodesia has recently 
recognised the Anny Health Laboratory and 
accorded it the status of a subsidiary training 
laboratory specialising in Parasitology. 

The professional rcr:ognition of this establish· 
ment as a Medical Diagnostic and Training 
Laoorawry provides benefits to both the Army 
and the country's medical t.ervices. This is 
evident in the matter of the teohnical staff who, 
whether civilian, regular army or R\ S, have 
at least '0' le,'el with passes in English, Mathe
matics and two relevant science subjects may 
register as trainee medical technologists and train 
for the Diploma in Medica1 Technology - a 
world-recognised qualification. This means that 
such people will be training for ~ future career 
that will stand them in .good stead even if they 
decide to lea,'c the army. Such training will 
enable them. on qualifying, to work in Govern
ment and Hospital Diagnostic Laboratories, in 
Private Pathology Laboratories, and in Vet
erinary Labora tories. As tbe -laboratory' is 
as yet only equipped to be a subsidiary training 
lab., staff will be able to do their Parisitology 
training here and ",i11, by exchange with other 
recognised laboratories, (a system already in 
operation) be able to complete their training in 
Bacteriology, Hacmatology and Blood Tran:;
fu~ion, Clinica1 Chemistry and Histology. As the 
lab. deveJops, so more studies will be able to be 
completed in the Army Lab. until, one hopes, it 
will reach the state of full training laboratory in 
all subjects. 

Of course this recognition of the Army H ealth 
Laboratory will also provide benefits for the 
Medical Teclmology profession. With Rhodesia's 
present man-power problems the main benefit to 
members of the Medical Technology Profession 
will be that if registered trainee, medical tech· 
nologists can be assigned to me Anny Health 
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Laboratory, their work (of benefit to the Anny) 
can be recognised as part of their training for 
the Dip. Med. Tech. This is in essence the 

• ideal situation whereby the student meets his 
national service commitments· the army staff 
its laboratory"with trained territorial and national 
t.ervice staff; the student~ do not suffer in civilian 
life being unable ·to continue their professional 
training and finally the country' medica1 services 
do not suffer (i.e: a national essential service) 
as adetjuate trained medical technologists will 
continue to be trained to meet the laboratory 
staffing needs of the country. . 

Professor J. M.. Goldsrnid, ( Professor of 
Microbiology at the University of Rhodesia) who 
is also a majo\ in the Rh AMC, has been act· 
ively involved ,vith the Army Health Laboratory 
for some time ai1.d recently had this to say: 
"I feel that I must warmly commend my entire 
lama tory staff on cite effort they have put into 
the developing of the Army Health Laboratory, 
enabling us to reach our goal of recognition in 
slIch a. hort time. I am very proud indeed 
to be associated ,,;th my technical staff in tms 
field, be they regular, R WS, civilian staff or 
National Senoicemen. Their dedication, enthu
siasm, hard work and encouragement have 
played a not insi~cent role in achieving this 
coverted reCO!ffiition". 

PROUDLY SUPPLIED TO 
THE RHODESIAN ARMY 

IN THE ONLY 
RHODESIAN MADE CASE 

Distributed by 

" LUCAS" 
AGENTS THROUGHOUT RHODESIA 
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CAPTION COMPETITION 

PUT A CAPTION TO THIS 
CARTOON AND WIN SS 

• 

• 

LAST MONTH'S WINNER: . 
770227 KLOPPENBURG, , . A. (MRS.) R.W.s. 
"Okay :JIO'LZ guys,' I'm gomut make )'Ou an 

offer ,IOU can't refuse". 

Entries to 
'The Editor" 
1st April, 1977 

\ 
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WOMEN'S 
WORLD 

VARIETY IS THE SPICE OF LIFE, BUT ... 

Somewhere, someplace in the deep murky 
past somebody (who ha d time to daydream ) 
penned "Ode to a Skylark". Well! maybe he 
was a 'blue job' bu t then he obviously wjlSn't an 
R WS - tha t's a bit of a lark and gener'ally the 
sky is overcas t to cloudy with the only ode being 
odious! 

Ever since my a rrival in the 'Hub' 1 have-had 
this overwhelming pity for anyone on their first 
visi t to the wa rren. 1 was horrified; all the 
glamour was hut out when the gate clanged 
shut and I was p lonked into the place I least 
wanted to go. I have since discovered that this is 
army policy - it's good for morale - though 
whose 1 am not quite sure; that point is open to 
debate. No one in their right mind would want 
or volunteer for a p lace - albeit a small place 
aside - those corridors of power. There's many 
a bump involved - you just try crosSing to the 
opposite office - mind you, traffic lights would be 
ineffectual 'cause they would pall in the bril
liance of so many Sunray'S. 

My introduction to propaganda stickers was 
quite dram<ltic to ay the least; 1 have dreadful 
teeth (among other things ) and one of the 
officers has the nickname of 'Big Ears' - he 
hears too many things he shouldn't - well, rhere 
was I almost horizon tal in the Dentist chair with 
a mouth full of 'in t ruments, metal' and there, 
in a strategic place was 'Big EaTS is a Terrorist' 
- gulp - -I mean have you ever had the 
dUbious pleasure of partly swallowing a probe? 

That waSn't the end of drama for me. I 
went on a day trip to the back of beyond - in 
the back 01 an RL - my back was beyOnd help 
- the darn driver looked for every pothole in 
th~ ~d. I ha\'~ this sneak ing suspicion· he 
enjoyed women falling all over him only probl.em 
was - the ''''0 2 in the back was doiner the 
enjoying of. My eyes were opened that d~y to 
quite a few things, namely:-

"I'd be US on a bush trip - we were DOA 
at the site - after a very effective ambush 
(well at least it was noisy ). 

"The rat packs are for rats (mind you bad 
' workmen always blame tbeir tools ) . 

"Officers always move in style - the sort of 
style is of course the question (often wonder how 
their wives put up with them) . 
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"Females on a hmgte run would start a riot. 

. *The boys in the bush are admired, enorm
ously admired - they 'Ought to be given an 
extra medal - EU (endurance unlimited ) !! 

To elaborate, by lunch time the HQ girls had 
"<I.ecided to pool rheir, resources. What an e."<J>Cri
ence, Engrs, Svcs, Q and Cordon Bleu with 
Engrs offering to make the tea, for which we 
were gasping. AIter collecting the utensils which 
had been rationed - can you see two people 
eating with one fork when they are both starving 
- we found our niche in tbe rocks It was noted 
that the ration packs were put together after 
much aCore thought ; they had taken the tags off 
the tea bags. Engrs proceeded with 'op drought 
break' and everything went into the billycan, 
diets went by the board as milk, sugavand tea 
were thrown into the 'boiling water. Oh, the 
bliss of that first cup of tea - blast - blue air 
all over the place - Engrs had done it again, 
even in the tropical heat of steamy jungles 
salted tea is NOT appreciated! Dear Cordon 
Bleu was laughing so hard that she started 
slopping our precious food all over the place so 
we dived to her rescue and mixed it all \lp 
together - it did ta~te better drowned in curry . 

Oh, the embarrassment of having to beg two 
tea bags from tho: superior race. On top of that 
one of them was a 'blue job' which was even 
worse. In true fashion they wouldn' t part with 
a darn thing until th<;.y had the lull story, 
humiliation, pathos - just plain horrors ( ftmny 
how them manage to get fresh tomatoes and cold 
beers in their ration packs, sickening, isn' t it ? ). 

AIter the fiasco of a 'jungle run' we were 
given a demonstration of terr weapons which was 
mos.t impressive, but the chap who was briefmg 
us Just had to show u.s how a hand grenade 
worked - so we were duly warned about effects 
of shock waves ()n our ear drums, lungs, etc. A 
.tOCk was pointed out to us for protection, so we 
hid behind it; as much as was possible. Dramati
cally he tossed the lethal grenade, talking all the 
time. When the dust cleared we were permitted 
to abserve the damage done to surrounding bush, 
etc.., etc. Fine, but there not two leet away from 
the m1a11 crater was a yellow and black bush 
spider very buSily repairing its damaged ,,'Cb. 
It just didn't figure - by all intents and purposes 
he should have been dead (suffocated or some
thing) you know 'plastered'. Extremely puzzled 
I pointed this enigma out to the Demonstrator. 
A deathly hwh, a nonplussed face, then a glow 
of triumph "well, don't worry ahout him, he'll 
never be the same again". The question arises in 
my mind, 'Sure, but then will we ?' 
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' Firstly our thanks to those who have belped 
with furnishing; for the Grey Scouts - Mess and 
to those who ha\'e sent materials for the 
Women's groups in the protected villages. Both 
or th.ese need further support and the demand 
for materials, wool, needles and toys for the' 
villages is almost insatiable. Please deliver to 
Co-ord-a-nation officers or to Miss Wilson,Minis
try of Internal Affairs, Earl Grey Building;. 

Work on the Tsanga Lodge roof lias been 
com'J!leted. The generous response to the appeal 
for funds for this project is to be applauded. 
"e are now trying to raise funds for Co-ord-a 
nation itself. The administration of the office 
does need funds for telephones, stationery, post
age alld the like, and any spare dollars floating 
around will be very welcome indeed. 

GREYS SCOUTS MESS 
We've had a lovely bundle of curtai~ and 

book centre 
Gordon Avenue 

between Ist/Angwa Street 
Telephone 704621 

Sal isbury 

A.re you 0 boo" ~ .. tre .. 
FIIEt}llENTEB ~ 

Branches in the garrison towns of: 

Bulawayo - Ft. Victoria - Gwelo 
and Umtali 
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By John Hammond and 
Mrs Connie Radford 

cushion covers from Mrs. Doey Kileff or Mount 
Pleasant for the Greys Scouts Mess at 10 Mont
agu Avenue. The grass needs cuttin~ very 
badly and we wonder if anyone could spare a 
gardener with a slasher for a day. The chaps 
themselves don't really feel like cutting grass 
on their leave - especially when they have' been 
out in the bush for some weeks. The house 
itself is beginning to look very nice and Mrs. 
Salter is doing wonders with everything that has 
been donated - they do need sheets, pillows 
and pillo,,-cases very bad]y. 

CAKE RUN 
Our loaf cakes and biscuits going out to the 

eanteens and messes in th.e bush are proving 
very popular so please don't stop them coming. 
We are sending to small outposts where there 
are just a few men stationed, and they really 
appreciate the home-made biscuits, etc. 

Wherever you are 

Whatever you are 
looking for ••• 

Use the BRABYS 
YELLOW 
PAGES 

And lei your lingers 

Do the W'alking ••• 
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Vietnam 
Myths 
and Military 
Realities 

By General Fred C. Weyand and Lieutenant 

Colonel Harry G. Summers Jr. 

\Ve Americans are notorious for our lack of 
~torical perception. It has been alleged, -and 
It may be true, thIlt a year is about the limit of 
our perspective , , , be)'ond that memories begin 
to dim and myths begin to grow'. It has been 
more than a ye.'lr since the fall "Of Saigon. It 
has also been 4 years 5i nce the American military 
withdrawal .from Vietnam, 9 years since Tet-~, 
13 years smce til ulf of Tonkin incident. 
This year's high chool graduates were toddlers 
",.he~ Am~rican soldiers first began to fight and 
die ,m '.'"el'llam:. NC\,' voters in this year's 
!'resldenllal elecbons were in the fifth grade dur
mg Tet-68. It is no wonder that realities of 
Vietnam are beginning to fade and myths are 
taking over. 

Some myths are benign - for years our 
national character ' ''<lS strengthened by myths 
of Am.eriean invincibilit}' and American purity 
of actIOn - but other myths are malignant. 
They eat away at our moral fibre. Unfortu
nately, that is the case with the myths about 
Vietnam. 

In the public perception Vietnam has become, 
not so much a country, but a code word, a symbol 
to our doubts, frustrations, and concerns . . . a 
major factor in the current malaise in American 
society, a malaise caused in no sm.aJJ part by our 
Joss of fa!th in ow: ~nstitutions, particularly a loss 
of fruth ill the ability of these institutions to do 
what th.ey are supposed to do. 

The mythology o\-er Vietnam feeds on the 
fact that the United States did not win. And 
the American psyche demands winners - there is 
almost a religious fervour to our facination with 
winning. Perhaps this is a side effect of our 
Puri tan ethic, lingering belief in the medieval 
"trial by combat" where God always intervened 
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tc? in~ure t;hat morality, truth, and right were 
VJctonous m any contest . . .- and conversely 
where the loser was by defmition immoral false 
and \vrong. :) 

Dangers of the Myth 
The root of the Vietnam mythology is that 

the war was illegal, immoral and unjust. From 
this root grew the second myth that the nited 
States was unable to win and was forced to with
draw because of defeats on the battlefield. These 
then brought forth the poisoned fruit that the 
failure of co~ventional arms in Vietnam proves 
that conventlonal arms are not worth their cost 
since. they cannot be relied on to protect Ameri
can m~res~ or gain American objectives. 

It IS this latter myth - that conventional 
arms are without value - that is the most dange
rous 10 the future of mankind. It reinforces the 
Am.erican tendency towards isolationism, .toward 
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withdrnwal f£Om the problems of the ""orld.. At 
least part of this tendency stems from a feeling of 
helplessness a feeling of inability to influence 
events at ~ acceptable cost. This feeling 
,becomes a self -fullilling prophesy when it trnns
lates into opposition to defense spen<!IDg :based on 
the mistaken belief that such spending IS money 
wasted since military power ts unable to influence 
events and is meaningless in today's world. It 
is a threat to world peace. It can increase the 
likelihood of war since it may encourage a"agres
sors to challenge American interests, ".jth challen
ges not sufficiently critical to warrant nuclear 
respon~. secure in the know'ledge that convent
ional arms will not be used. I t can therefore 
increase the dan!rer of nuclear war, since at some 
point in time American interests· ".j\l be suffi
ciently eroded that a response - even a ~uclear 
response - will be the only altematIye to 
surrender. 

Myths and Realities 
In order to demonstrate the fallacy of the 

myth that conventional arms are "ithout va.1ue, 
it is first necessary to dispel the false perceptJ.ons 
upon which this myth is based. First, that the 

ietnam war' was illegal, immoral . . . the 
cruellest war in the history of mankind. Second, 
that the Vietnam war was a failure, a defeat 
. . . the United States was unable to win and 
was forced to withdraw because of defeats on 
the ba ttlefie!d. ~ 
My tit: "The VietnaDl: war .... :as illegal, ~o~ 
.. . The cruellest war ill -the history of mankind' . 
Reality: ''Se\'eral years ago, m a New York T"~es 
review of a long series of books on the mo~ty 
OJ the Vietnam war, Neil Sheehan dosed With 
the comment that, sad to say, none of the books 
would have been written if the United States 
would have won. There is then, as we have Silen, 
this impulse that our not winning is prima [.a~e 
evidence· tJhat we were in the wrong. Th!.> 15 

not a new phenomenon. . Since the. victor 
usually writes the official his lOry, legality and 
morality normally have been on the side of the 
wmner. For ,example,. Tory perceptions of our 
own Revolutionary War could hacdly jibe with 
our o'\\rJl" ~ 

While at this late date .arguments over the 
legality and morality of the Vietnam war are 
fruitless, there an; nevertheless, lessons to be 
learned [rom such argnments. These arguments 
point out a peculiar contradiction in the Amen
can characteT - the contradiction betM<een our 
idealism that propels us to combat evil and 
promote freedom and democracy, and our anti
militarism and isolations that severely limit the 
means to achieve our idealistic ends. 

It can be argued that such contradictions are 
a useful corrective - built-in checks and 
balances, as it were - that prevent oveF-
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involvement on one hand, or complete with
drawal from the world on the other. 

'This may be true, but it certainly comp
licates American foreign policy. It complicates 
the military posture necessary . to support that 
foreign policy in peacetime and it plays ha-:oc 
,vith the military actions necessary wben dip
lomacy fails.. In the bitter and di~sive public 
debate on Vietnam, the American people lost 
sight of the fact tha.~ we got involved in, 
Vietnam for all the nght reasons. It was 
idealism, not militarism, that motivated our 
initial impulses. NoJ idealism in the nan:ow or 
critical sense, but our deep-seated deSire to 
support freedom and democracy in the ,~'orld 
. . . the heartfelt convictions of most Amencans 
that communism was demeaning to man's human 
dignity and should be resisted, pa~cularJy where 
foroe and, coercion were the lDstruments of 
Communist expansionism. T-hese id~ls ~ve 
weakened in reoent years, but ill the 1930's ~d 
early 1960's they . were strong and dynanuc 
moral impulses . . _ impclses to be proud of. 

Once involved,. bowever, American idealism 
ran into two obstacles. The first was that the 
deIDOGr=acy we supported in Vietnam was less 
tban perfect. A ,curious double standard' emer
ged, where we held South V ietnam to high. and 
exacting ideals, willie we forgot that our own 
democracy was far from perfect. \' e forgot 
that our own democracy had taken centurIes to · 
develop. The stock an.>wer to "How do we get 
democracy in Sonth Yietnam?" sh0.wd have bee~ 
'"'Declare a Magna Carta and Walt 700 rears, 
but Americam are also impatient. We demanded 
democracy now, and we couldn~t have it, we 
withdrew our support. We lost ~uht of the fact 
that the a1temati\'e to derno~nlc)' -. im~ect 
as it was - was Commumst totalitariapism. 
'Vbere once we protested any restrictions on 
American newsmen by Saigon Government, now 
all foreign newsmen are expelled and the press 
has berome an intrurnent of the state. Where 
once , .. 'e protest~ arbitrary justi~ by the Soutb 
Vietnamese now we take comfort ill,me fact that 

, uted" "Only a few top leaders have been e:-ec . 
The Vietnamese knew what the real chmces were. 
As a Nortb Vietnamese so!d'er told Neil Davis of 
the "New Yorker," "A ~ot of us boped the South 
wol1ld win because it would have brought about 
more freedom and reform in both. countries." 
"l\fore freedom." Those are the operative wonls. 
In Saigon, even right before the I aJl, OI,:e could 
buy Time and Newsweek, Stars and Stnpes, all 
kinds of foreign newspapers, a~d a hoot of 
Vietnamese newspapers - sometunes censored, 
sometimes not, but still remarkably free and out· 
spoken - on the streets. There .were ~ens of 
foreign correspondents broadcastIng their press 
and television coverage to the world. The 
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Catholic and Buddist opposJhon groups were 
active - not besieged in their own churches as 
today. There were acti,'e labour unions in South 
Vietnam. There were opposition political groups 
who openly expre$8ed their frllStratioDS. Yes, 
the~ was corruption. Yes, democracy and 
freedom in South Vietnam were less than perfect. 
But the corruption in the Soutb was corruption 
of the Pocketbook, not of the soul. Ultimate 
corruption is total control o .. -er man's life, over 
man's mind, O\'er every facet of man's existence. 
As Solzhenitsyn has so vividly pointed out, this, 
not the humanitarian utopia they espouse, is the 
reality of communmn. We knew that when we 
first got involved. But we forgot. 

The second obstacle was our own idealism, 
our attempts to bllild a democracy in Vietnam 
were challenged b)' armed force. This challenge 
required either that we reply in kind or surrender 
oUr ideals. We chose ID make a .stand and, .in 
doing so, human Jives were sacrificed. This was 
in itself abhorrent a nd brought to the fore all our 
latent anti-miliL'lrism. This was exacerbated 
by television co\'Crnge of the war, cO\-'erage that 
ljrought the con met directly into American 
living rooms. nfortnnately, this television 
coverage was confined to one side. Only 
occasional propag:mda films came [rom tbe other 
side, since in a Communist society, television, like 
all the other medin, exists only to serve the 
state. The "i wer. then, was left with the 
impression that all of the 'horrors of 'War were 
being committed by our side alone. Logically, 
of course, this ",a.~ completely one sided and 
misrepresentative bUl logic had little to do with 
the case. By its very nature, television strikes 
at the ne\\'er's emotions rather than his intellect. 

Our tendency to set" the V ietnam \~ as "the 
crueH.est war in the history of mankind" revealed 
more about our imperfect sense of history than 
it did the war itself. Recall, for example, the 
agonizing over the phrase, "We had to destroy 
the town in orner to save it." You would b.i.ve 
thought that someone would have recalled the 
instructions General "\'a~hil\gton received from 
the Continental Congress in 1776, "that a 
successful attack may be made on the (British) 
troops in Boston _ . . in any manner General 
" 'ashington may think expedient, notwithstand
ing the town and the property in it may thereby 
be destroyed." 

• The f;rst obstacle is not so much the Army's 
problem as it is a problem of American attitudes. 
Paraphrasing Marx (Groucho, nOl Karl ), we just 
won't have anything to do with any country that 
would have sOmeone like us for a friend. We 
hold ourselves and our allies to standards of 
perfection. Yet, "'e hold our adversaries to q nite 
another standard. '''le see only the surfaoe 
calm, not the terrible price for the apparent 
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calm. We once commented admiringly that 
"j},'iussoiini made the trains run on time" and 
overlooked the atrocities 6f facism. We' can 
return from the Soviet Union and say "1 have 
been to the future and it works" wben the 
"future" was the ruthless execution of millions 
of Russian kulaks. We can marvel at the 
cleanliness, the order, the lack uf crime in 
Communist China, and fail to see the millions 
,,,bo perished to achieve that law and order. 
Compared to totalitarian dictatorsbips, demo
cracy is sloppy, inefficient, and imperfect. It 
was Sai~n, not Hanoi, that had political dem
onsTations. open cbaql:es of misgovernment, 
public disclo ures of wrongdoing. It was Saigon 
that washed its dirty linen in public. But that 
does got make Hanoi better. It just means that 

orth Vietnam, like their Soviet and Chinese 
broth,ers, did not oppress dissenters - they 
totally eliminated them. We mllSt not only 
see the end, "'e must also assess the price paid 
to attain that end. 

For the Army there is a lesson in rhe, second 
obstacle. As military professionals we must 
speak out, we must counsel our political leaders 
and alert the American public that there is no 
such thing as a "splendid little war." There 
is no such thing as a war fought on the cheap. 
War is death and destruction. 

The American way of war is particularly 
violent, deadly and dreadful. V e believe in 
using "things" - artillery, bombs, massive fire
power - in order to cOBserve our oldiers 
lives. The enem)~ on the other hand, made 
IIp for his lack of '<things" by expending men 
instead of machines, and he suffen:d enormous 
caualties.. The Army saw this happen in Korea, 
and we should have made the realities of war 
obvious to the American people before they 
witnessed it on their tel.evision SCTeens. The 
Army must make the price of involvement clear 
before we get involved, SO that America can 
weigh the probable costs of invol \IeIIIent against 
the dangers of non-invol "ement _ . . for there 
are worse things than war. 
Myth: "The Vietnam war was a failure, a defeat. 
The United States was unable to win and was 
forced to withdraw becawe of defeats on the 
battlefield." 
Reality: "The fin;t problem with ,this myth -is ,that 
it pictures Vietnam as an end result, it fails to 
place Vietnam in perspective. Vietnam was 
not so much a "war" as a campaign in the 
unending competition between democracy and 
communism. Like Korea befon: it, Vietnam w-as 
a testing ground in this cornpeti tion ... 

K orea was a test of whether the Communists 
could use open naked aggression to spread their 
doctrine. President Truman read this challenge 
for what it was, and America responded to the 
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chaHenge. In his analysis of the Korean war, 
T. R. Fehrenbach -commented "The Communist 
powers, notably Soviet Russia, would remember 
. . . After Korea, overt, b:rutal aJmed aggression. 
which had produced so violent - and tmexpected 
- a' counteraction £rom the West, would be 
avoided. Now the emphasis would be infiltra
tion, subversion, and insurgency to gain Com~ 
mu.nist ends m the fringe a1'=; the trick was 
never a.,aain, as with me Somh Korean invasion, 
to give the \¥ est a clear moral issue." 

Vietnam then was a lest of whether iliis new 
tactic, "Wars of Nalional Liberation," would be 
ljIective in spreading their controL We knew 
that when we got invplved, yet, as our involve
ment deepened, ietnam became an end in ilSClf. 
In the aftermath of the collapse of South 
Vietnam, we lost sight of the fact -tltat it was a 
test. And we particularly lost sight of the fact 
that it was '!he Communists - not the United 
States - who failed that test. Soviet-style 
"\Var of National Liberation" were not' the wave 
of the future.' There \~ not "one, t\\'o, three, 
many Vietnams" as tohe Communists had predic
ted. The Vietnam war - ev-eJl though the 
Gommunists ultimately prevailed - proved that 
such wars ,vere too e.,-"pensive, much too "ilfy" to 
be used as instruments of natJional policy. As 
Mao Tse-tunlt had found earl'er in China, con
ven tional war was still necessary to gain final 
victory. South Viemam for example was 
ultimately defeated by a conventional military 
attas!< more allied to Hitler's blitzkrieg into 
Poland than to any' guerrilla' war effort. 

The point to remember is that this competi
tion will continue. The United States may have 
lost a "campaign," bur the "\..-aI" is far from over. 
There will be new tests new' tactics. Angola 
may well have been a case in pomt. Here we 
saw, not lUIconventional warfare, but instead 
Soviet use of aImS aid and assistance and use of 
surrogate Cuban troops to gain their ends. Our 
failure to put Viemam in perspective, to see it 
as a test, also caused us to miss the significance of 
Angola. As Secretaly of State Kissinger told 
the Senate in January 1976, "Angola ~resents 
the first time . .. that the United States has 
failed to respond to Soviet military moves out
side their immediate orbit . . . Thus, to Claim 
that Angola is not an important counuy or that 
the United States has no 'important interest!! 
there begs me prilcipal question ... our deeper 
conrern for global stability." 

Vietnam may be over. Angola may be over. 
But the testing, the chaUenges will continue. And 
we must have the means - and the will - to 
respond to these challenges. 

The second problem with this myth is that 
me American Anny was not defeated on the 
battlefield i,n Vietnam. The .o\merican Army 
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withdrew from \ ietnam ~ as it entered Vietnam 
- in response to the wishes of the Amecican 
people. Although there was no de jure declara
tion of war, there certainly was de facto decla
ration. For example, as late as March 1967, two 
and one half years after Tonkin Gulf, a year
after the beginning of the massive' American 
troqp buildup, a four and a half billion dollar 
Supplementary Defense Appropriation Act - an 
e"-plicit statement of support for flghting in 
Vietnam if there ever was one - passed the 
United Sates Senate by a "ote of 89 to Z. It 
was the termination of this support from the 
elected representatives of the people - not enemy 
pressure - that prompted the American milital)' 
withdrawal . This responsiveness 'to the will 
of the people should have enhanced, not dimin
ished the Army's inlage. 

The argument over American military "defeat" 
misses the essential point. The North Vietnamese 
were not fighting the United States Anny. They 
were fighting the United States. Vvhen an 
American Army officer, in Hanoi on the eve of 
Saigon'~ faU, -reminded his North Vietnamese 
counterpart that "You must remember. ¥ou 
nev-cr defeated the United States Army on the 
field of battle," the North Vietnamese reply was 
"That may be true, but it is alro irrelevant." 
His remarks point out a significant shortcoming. 

_ The American public and even, at times, the 
military tend to think of war only in its military 
dinlension forgetting that there are other dinlen
sions - political, economic, psychological - and 
that the outcome of a war may depend as much 
or more on the other dinlensions as it does on 
the miliairy dimension. 

The Communist T et offensive of 1968 i.s 
probably the classic in point. The military 
claimed Tet-58 as a military _ victol)' for the 
United States - massive losses were inflicted 
on the Communists, Communist fort:eS were 
qnickly dislodged from all the positions they had 
seized, the. decimation of the Vier Gong ca(Jre 
who surfaced and led the attacks severely funited> 
subsequent guerrilla activity, and the cefw;al 
of the South Vietnamese people to rise 
and join the Viet Gong, as the · Communists had 
believed and predicted, indicated the failure of 
the revolutionary effect. 

Yet, by the same token, Tet-68 proved to be 
a psychological defeat for the United States. 
AIter all our as.--urances of imminent viator)" 
the Communists demonstrated their ability to 
mount a massive assault. ,since reporting was 
confined to only our side, the American people 
could not see the havoc wrought on the enemy. 
They became convinced we were inLa bottomless 
pit, tbat the war was umvinnable. Tet-58 repre
sented the major turning point of American 
support for the war. 
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But another not so obious point even better 
illustrates the multi -dimensional aspects of war. 
Applying the rest of cui bono (for whose 
benefit) it can be seen that the real losers of , 
Tet-68 were the South ietnamese CommuniSts 
('the Viet Cong or PRG) who surfaced, led the 
attacks, and w re destrol'ed in the process. From 
Tet-68 on, the control of the war in the South 
passed "to the r\orlh Vietname>e.. Just as the 
Russians eliminated their Polish competitors by 
instigating tile Warsaw Uprising, the North 
Vietnamese eliminated their southern competitors 
with Tet-Ga. The}' thereby insured that the 
eventual outcome of (he war would be a South 
Vietnam domiroted lI11d controlled, 'not by South 
Vietnamese Communi ts, but hy the North Viet
namese . . . an out orne Ihm we can see taking 
place today. 
_ Finally, it can be argued ~t the Vietnam 

war was nol so much a repudiation of conven
tional tacti re.-lffinnation of those tactics. We 
became so f:leinalt'd by what was new and unique 
about "'Vars of ational Liberation," that we 
failed 'to appl'('Ciate that man}' of the old 
principles still applied. Guerrilla war or no 
it was till nc' .... }' to isolate the battlefield, 
it was still n ( '/)' to ut enemy lines of supply 
and communication, it was still necessary to deny 
the enemy sanctuanl', it was still necessary to 
cal'ly die war to tIl(> ('neroy's homeland Caesar 
knew all of this when he went mto Gaul. There 
was as much old in the war in Vietnam as fthere 
was new. Gcn .. " I , jap's account of his final 
campaign to seize , igon, foJ' e:xample, had more 
to do with Gudelian'. panzer tacti.cs than it 
did with the tactics of guerrilla war. 

As we stated carli r. the major milital)' error 
was the failure to communicate to the civilian 
d~ision makers th p:tbiJi lies and limitations of 
American mil itary power. There are cer:tain 
tasks the American milit: ry can accomplish on 
behalf of another nation. 1 hey can defeat enemy 
forces on the battlefield. They can blockade 
the enemy's coast, They can cut lines of supply 
.and communications. They can carry the war 
to the enemy on bnd, sea, and air. These 
tasks reqnire political deci 'ions before they can 
be inlj>lemented, but they are within the military's' 
capabilities. 

But mere are also fundamenta.l limitations on 
American militaI), JX?wer. Critics notwimstanding, 
Am.ericans are not likperialists, and the Congress 
and the American people will not pemrit their 
militaI), ,to take total conu-ol of another nation's 
political, economic, and social institution in order 
to comple.tely orchestrate the war. While the 
United States auempted to influence these instit
utions in South Vietnam, the ultimate control 
remained with the South Y ietn-"lese from the 
war's inception to the bitter end. • 
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The fallure to communicate these capabilities 
and linlitations resulted in the militaI)· being 
caUed upon to perform political, economic, and 
social tasks beyond its capability wbile at the same 
time it was limited in its authority ~ accomplish 
those military tasks for which it was capable. 

Another military error was our failure to 
communicate to the American people the harsh 
realities 'Of }vaI. Although jt might solUld para
doxi.cal to civilians, the most 'humane" way to 
fight a war is by the violent and O\'en,,-helrning 
use of military force. Attempts to use force 
sparingly, to bold back, to gradually put pressure 
on the enemy, senres only to prolong the war 
and to uiimately increase casuali"ties and su:ff ering. 

Further, the rnilitaI), failed to impress on our 
civilian leaders that wan; - even limited wars -
ba \'e serio1;lS consequences for the nations . in
,'olved. As Fehrenbach pointed out in his 
study of the .repercussions pI the Korean war, 
"Every time a nation or a people commits its 
sons to combat, it m~itably comtnits its full 
prestige, its hopes for the future, and -the contin
uance of its way of life." As we fOUild to our 
sorrow, this remains true today. 

It can probably be said that our fear of 
. becoming m volved in a land war in Asia. led to 

our gmdual response to ·the war in Vietnam, and 
ironically led "to the very thing we feared -
involvement in a prolonged land war in Asia. It 
can be said that our attempts to fight a war on 
tile cheap, to have both guns and butter, to avoid 
mobilization ultimately bad precisely the opposite 
result and ended with the far greater finan.ciaI 
and societal costs than an initial total commitment 
would have cos!. 

v, e mould have learned from our Korean 
war e"-perience the difficulties of fighting other 
than a World War II-type great moral crusade. 
\Ve should have been prepared for the difficulties 
of fighting a limited war. \ Ve should have 
learned from the French experience the critical 
role of public opinion. But we are , not a 
hitorical people - we had to learn it the hru-d 
way. And we did. 
J.1ytlz: "Conventional arms are not worth the cost, 
they cannot protect Anler1can interests or gain 
American objectives .. " 
R eality:"This myth is the fruit of a poisoned tree. 
It grows out of two previous fallacies. I t is 
potentiaU y the most dangerous myth of alI, sin<;e 
it pm cripple .!\meri.can foreign policy, which 
de~ends on an undergirding &f. military stren"oth. 
I t can be self-fulfilling, since it can discoura"ae 
defense spending _on conventional forces and 
weaken the United States (0 the point where its 
conventional arms cannot protect American in
terests or gain Amer1can objeotives. It can 
also raise the danger of nuclear war, since 
conven tional arms - provide the omy alternative 
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between surrender and nuclear war." 
The reali ty is that conventional anTIS, far from 

being worthless, have played, and continue to 
play, an essential role in American security. 
Consider where the United States had not been 
challenged. It had not been challenged in 
precisely tfJ.ose areas - Western Europe and 
Northeast Asia - where we have made a filDl 
and nrunistakable commilment by stationing con
ventional forces. 

This firm and unmistakable commitment is 
particularly important today. Consider that in 
the era of confrontation the boundaries between 
the Free World and the Communist world were 
relatively firmly fixed. Although we were cham
pions of liberty and freedom, we did not interfere 
in either Hungary or Czechoslovakia when those 
peoples rose against their Soviet oppressors. {( 
can be argued that one of the reasons the Soviel 
backed down on Cuba was that Cuba was within 
our boundary." Now, however, these bo':llldaries 
are not so finnly fi.."ed. ~ot being fi.."ed they can 
only be determined by probing, by 'teSting and 
reaction from the other side. This is the real 
danger of Angola. Was it a probe? Was it a 
test to determine the new American boundary?" 
"If SD, O'~r failure to respofld 10 this test can have 
serio~ long-term re/lrecussioru." 

Angola raises another interesting point. Many 
of tbe same American critics who hold that 
conventional military force is of little ",aJne 
raised objections to American involvement in 
Angola on the grounds -that the Communist forces 
were too wen armed, were too militarily powerful 
and therefore any American involvement was 
too risky, too dangerous. It would appear 
rather obvious that if tnilitary power had mue 
to the other side, it would also have value for 
the United States . . . but, obvious or not, this 
point appears to have been o,-erlooked. 

Perhaps it is overlooked because of inherent 
American anti-militarism. As a people, we 
abhor "gunboat diplomacy." We like to think 
that there are better ways of projecting our 
influence. Psychologjcal power - "The American 
Example" - was a particular favourite until 
we began to lose faith in ' ourselves. Economic 
power is a1so often discussed in this conte>.."t. The 
world's prime supplier of food grains, the world's 
technologjc leader, the United States has poten
tially powerful economic weapons a t its disposal. 
The reality, however, is iliat we are loath to 
use either food or technology as weapons.. Even 
in the face of economic attacks from the oil
producing nations, we have, in effect, practiced 
unilateial economic disarmament. 

American worldwide interests demand an 
active foreign policy, and an active foreign policy 
mtlst be based on national power. By limiting 

. the use of psyohological power, limiting th.e use 
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of economic power, we have increased the im
porlance of military power. Therefore, it is 
essential that tnilitary power be kept in con
sonance with American foreign policy objectives. 

AMERICAN MILITARY REALITIES 
If the myths of Vietnam d-o not give an 

accurate portrayal of our Vietnam involvement, 
what then are the realities? 

First and most obvious is the fact that the 
Vietnam war happened. Ignoring it, putting 
it out of OW" minds will nOI work. It wii} not 
go away. 

The second reality is not so obvious. All the 
discussion over American idealism, anti
mili tarism, isolationism; all the agonizing over 
American impatience, over American lack of 
historical perspective prove only one thing ... 
that Americans are Americans. These seeming 
contradictions in our national character make us 
what we ate. There is no use complaining 
about these traits; instead, we must build our 
foreign policy and its supporting tnilitary policy 
on these facts of liCe. When we disregard 
this reality and build our policies on something 
we are not, such policies will not endure. 

Third, Vietnam was a reaffirmation of the 
pecul'iar relationship between the American Anny 
and the American people. The American Anny 
really is a people's Army in the sense that it 
belongs to the American people who take a 
jealous and proprietary interest in its involve
ment. When the Army is committed the 
American people are committed, when ,the Amer
ican people lose their commitment it is futile to 
try to keep the Army committed. In the final 
analysis, the American Army is not so much an 
arm of the Executive Branch as it is an arm of 
the American people. The Army. therefore, 
cannot be committed lightly. It can only be 
committed when there is a consensus among the 
American people that the vital interests of such 
criticaJ importance are involved that the com
mitment of the Anny is warranted. This means 
that these interests must be carefully and comp o 
letely explained to the American people in terms 
they understand, in terms they agree with. 

The fourth rea1ity is that the war is not 
, something conducted solely by the tnilitary. 
There is no such thing as warfare limited to 
the tnilitary dimension alone, a point obscured 
by our own terminology. Vietnam was classi-
fi.ed '- as a "limited war." What this meant 
was that the foreign policy goals - the ends -
th.e United States wanted to achieve in Vietnam 
were limited. But " limited war" "...., interpreted 
by many people as meaning that the means to 
achieve that end were limited to military factors 
alone. This is a dangerous fallacy. All wars 
are "total wars" in a sense that they have polit--, 
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ieal, economic and psychological dimensions that 
may be equally as important as the military 
dimension. Because of the peculiarities of our 
national character, the capability of the Amer
ican military to deal with these other dimeos.ions 
is severely limited. There are certain things
politicaJ involvement, for example, or manipu
lation of the media in order to shape public 
attitudes - tha i the American people believe 
are just nOI proper military roles: .. ar - and 
even rival ry :lnd competltion - requires a c0-

ordinated and orches tra ted national effort, with, 
the mililary concent rat.ing on military tasks, 
while other ngenries of the Federal Goverment 
take on the political, economic and psycholOgical 
tasks. 

The final real ity is that while the phril.se 
"Cold War" ha fallen into disuse and disfavour, 
the rivalry and compe tition between the United 
S tates (and its .lIi~) a nd the Soviet Union (and 
its allies ) still continues. Wh ile there may be 
some relaxation of tension, there is no end to. this 
competit ion in sight. Korea was a campaign in 
that competition . ietnam "'as another camp
aign. Angel. m. y wen have been a third 
campaign. TIle likelihood is that there will be 
other campaigns, if nol lbetween the principals, at 
least between thenl lies of these principals. As 
long as Americnn milita ry power is strong 
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enough, direct challenges to American survi"a1 
or to American freedom of action w:ill probably 
not be made. Bu t we can count on the fact 
that our boundaries will be probed, our responses 
will be tested. If we fai l to respond we can 
anticipate a constant slicing away, each slice_nol 
significan t in itself, until our very existence is 
threatened. 

The Am.erican people must understand these 
realities. 

The Army exists to serve them, to serve 
their interests. 

There is a direct ·relationship between their 
rr~om and democracy and the maintenance of 
adequate military power. 

There is a direct relationship between their 
e::onomic well-being and their support of ade
quate tnilitary power. 

Their well-being is inexorably tied up with 
the well-being of our. allies - even our imperfect 
allies - and both 'are dependent on military 
power. 

O nly when Vietnam is put in proper per
spective and the realities of our involvement 
are understood will the malignant myths that 
are eating away at our moral Fm<e be excised 
and America regain her full strength to deal 
,vilh the p roblems that lie ahead. 

(Courtesy: Armour Magazine) 
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Wake up to the fact that: 
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